7   DECEMBER   1783

accounts thereof, and in like manner it required lay the same on oath
before the Governor General and Council.

Sworn at Calcutta,

The sixteenth day ol August 1782

before me.                                                     (Signed) John Bayne.

(Signed) J. Hyde,

To Alexr. Higginson Esqr.,
Chief and Provincial Council of Revenue,
Burdwan.
Gentlemen,
0
[i] In obedience to your orders of isth November last, I proceeded
to make a circuit of the bunds of this province, and being now returned
I beg leave to address you on the subject of my enquiry. Your instruc-
tions particularly pointed out to me to visit and inspect the bunds in
general, and especially those which had suffered during the last rainy
season, to form an estimate of the expence which might be required lor
the ensuing repairs, and to ascertain the amount which has been disbursed
during the last season; these duties I have endeavoured to fulfil as far as
the time and circumstances would admit and shall now take the liberty
to offer to you my observations upon the several points of your instruc-
tions. When I left Burdwaii I proceeded to those purgunnahs which arc
situated upon the Damooder, viz., Havilliah, Beligur, Boorsoot and Billiah.
The bunds of those purgunnahs I inspected throughout, and found they
had been so totally neglected for the two last seasons that they were
nearly on a level with the lands, and at those places where the current
of the river particularly set there were many and large breaches, by which
considerable tracts of the adjoining lands had been totally inundated,
and appeared waste and uncultivated. The purgunnahs of Billiah being
of a very low situation have suffered more considerably than some others,
and, except the large bunds of Boilah and Ampdah, there is not the
appearance of any others for a tract of ten coss, in which space the ryotts
themselves had used the only endeavours for the preservation of the
lands, which being very inadequate to the work they suffered very much
from the casualties of the season. The above large bunds extend also
to nearly ten coss each and are (from breaches formed by the farce of
the river) a very small protection to the lands, in so much that the
purgunnah may now be deemed totally defenceless. These four purgun-
nahs, from the course of the Damooder being winding and forming itself
into strong eddies, are particularly to be attended to in the repairs.
[2] 1 next proceeded to Mundulgaut and those purgunnahs which
are situated upon the Roopnarain, Selai and Cossai rivers. The bunds
of Mundulgaut being the largest and greatest extent of any in the pro-
vince, and the repair of it being so materially and immediately necessary